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bath God ſo nigh unto them, * toe 


Lord our God 3s in all things that WS 


call npow him for? 

And what Nation in there ſo great, hap 
bath Statutes and Fudgments ſo ig 
zeous, as all this Lam, which 1 ſet. 
before you this day? 

Only take heed to thy ſelf, and keep thy 
Soul diligently, left thou forget the 
things which thine Eyes bade ſeen, 

and leſt they depart from thy Heart 
all the days of thy Life ; but teach 
them thy Sons and thy Sons Sons. 


HE Math of this FD Book of Moſes 

is a Recapitulation of ſeveral memo- 
rable Paſſages, contained in the Other 

Four, But they are here repeated ard enfor- 


ced with all that Piety, and Wiſdom, and 
A 2 tender 


r 


: 2 — ob 


P 


A =. . CET . 


A Sermon Preachd before ut 


tender Affection, which became fo good a 
Governour. He, having in the Three fore- 
going Chapters brought to Remembrance ma- 
ny ſignal Inſtances of the Divine Favour, 
whereby God's People had been ſafely and 
even miraculouſly conducted to the Borders of 
the Promiſed Land, does here proceed to ad- 
moniſh them, what effect it was expected 
thoſe Mercies ſhould produce. In my Text 
particularly he repreſents both their Privilege 
and their Duty, in Terms ſo ſignificant and 
comprehenſive, as were exceeding proper to 
engage the Attention of Iſrael at that time. 
And (Bleſſed be the Goodneſs of the ſame 
gracious God) they are a Subject of Medita- 
tion no leſs ſeaſonable at This Time: On a 
Day, that miniſters ſo ample and ſo manifold 
matter of Thanks and Joy, to all the Mem- 
bers, and all the Lovers, of Our Iſrael. 
Permit me therefore to ſhew as well Ours 
as Iſrael's part in them, by making ſome few 
Remarks upon the Words; Firſt, With re. 
gard to their Original Occaſion and Meaning; 
And Then, as they are applicable to the pre- 
fent happy Circumſtances of the Engliſh Church 
and Nation; Thoſe Mercies more eſpecially, 


which it is the Deſign of this ſolemn Aſſembly 
to commemorate. The 


A ²˙ •w:l̃E ⁊ ů ee toe 


the Queenat St. James's, Nov. 5. 


The Text, as hath been already intimated, 
does plainly confiſt of Two Parts. Iſrael's 
Advantage, and Iſrael's Duty conſequent there. 
upon. The Former is declared at the Se- 
venth and Eighth ; The Latter at the Ninth 
Verſe. 

Their Advantage is Twofold. (1.) God's 
Readineſs to hear and grant their Prayers, 
Expreſs d by being nigh unto them in all things V. 7. 

that they called upon him for. (2.) The Ex- 
cellence of that Religion in which they were 
inſtructed, meant by having Statutes and Fudg-V. 8. 
ments fo righteous, as all the Law, which Mo- 
fes ſet before them. | 

Their Duty is likewiſe ſaid to be Twofold. 
(1.) The making Theſe an effectual Motive 
to Thankfulneſs and Obedience ; Only takev. g. 
heed to thy ſelf, and keep thy Soul diligently, 
left thou forget the things which thine Eyes have 
ſeen, and left they depart from tþy Heart all 
the Days of thy Life. (2.) Taking Care to 
perpetuate the Memory of theſe Mercies, 
by teaching them their Sons, and their Sons 
Sons. | | 

1. I begin with the Firſt of Iſrael's Advan- 
tages. The Hawing the Lord their God nighV. 7. 
unto them in all things that they called upon 
bam for. 2 The 
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The Holy Scripture, which frequently con- 
deſcends to our Capacity, by ſpeaking of 
God after the manner of Men, hath done ſo in 
the Paſſage now before us. A Being by Na- 
ture Omnipreſent cannot, in ſtrict ſpeaking, 
be capable of Local Diſtance or Approach. 
Na therefore, with regard to his Power and 
ll General Providence , muſt needs be equally 
every where. But Finite Beings have their 
1 Y Preſence and Activity limited to ſome deter- 
i minate Space. Beyond this they are ſome- 
times Unable and cannot, ſometimes Un- 
kind and will not, extend cheir Help. Now 
in Alluſion to Theſe it is, that we read of 
1 God withdrawing from, or coming near to 
1 Men, by ſuch a diſtinguiſhing Providence, as 

imports particular Favour and Affection. And, 
1 as the Miſery of the Wicked, who are deprived 
i. 15. of This, is deſcribed by God's hiding himſelf 
3 from them, ndbeing found of them, not anſwering 


l. x. 
| 3 6. or bearing them, ſtanding, and bebolding them, 


if afar off, and the like: So is the Security of the 
u. cri. Good, to whom it is vouchſafed, preſs d 
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. 15. by = Eyes watching over them, bis Ears open. 


| 'M vii. 24 fo them, his Hand upholding them, by ſtandling 


by hen, and in my Text, being nigb unte them 
in all things that they call upon him: for. 


You, 


the Queen at St. . James's, Nov. F. 


You, I am ſure, need not be told, how emi- 
nently / 10 acl was honoured in this reſpect, above 
any other People then in Being. The manner 
of their Deliverance out of Egypt, and the won- 
derfully ſpeedy Redreſſes hey tound from the 
numberleſs Difticulties that encounter'd them, 
are Evidences ſufficiently known of God's pe- 
culiar Care and Kindneſs for them. And who. 
ever ſhall reflect at all upon the different For- 
tunes of that Nation; how inconſiderable their 


Beginnings were, how mighty and general the 


Oppoſition againſt them, and yet how prodi- 
gious and irreſiſtible their Succeſſes, mult needs 
allow, that the Pſalmiſt hath given the true 


3 of their Eſtabliſhment and Increaſe, 
when declaring, that it was God, who ood Pſal. xliv. 
out the Heathen, and planted * in, That ® 


they gat not the 8 in Po ſſe ſſi eſſe on through their 


own Sword, neither was it their own Arm that hel. 


ped them; But His right Hand, and His Arm, and 
the Light of His Countenance, even becauſe He 


had a Fawour unto them. So exceeding bene- 


ficial to Themſelves, ſo maniteſt a Diſtinction 
between Them and all they had to contend: 
with, was the Firſt Advantage ſpecified here, 


The contin: Readineſs of God to hear their 


Complaints, and to aflert their Caule: 


| 
: 
: 
x 


Ny 

: 
= 
4 


A SEkmon Preach d before 


27 Nor was that Other Diſtingion leſs re- 
markable, The having Statutes and Judgments 
js righteous, as all the Law that Moſes ſet be- 
fore them. The Excellence of that Religion 
might eaſily be made appear in many more 
Inſtances, than the Time will ſuffer me to 
mention. I will therefore, as briefly as I can, 
reduce my Thoughts upon this Subject to the 
Three following Heads. | 

1. Its informing them in the Knowledge and 
Worſhip of the One True God. It gave them 
right and reverent Apprehenfions of his Being 
and his Providence, of the Inviſibility and U. 
nity of his Nature, and his fole Diſpoſal of 
Events here below. It preſcribed a Service of 
his own immediate Direction; and enforced 
their Compliance by Promiſes and Threatnings 
of ſuch Temporal Good and Evil, as, by be- 
ing heretofore erroneouſly aſcribed to falſe 
imaginary Deities, was the very Ground and 
Support of all the Pagan Idolatry and Superſti- 
tion. It induced ſuch Ceremonies, as might 
at once carry ſignificant Intimations of inward 
Purity, and ſtand for indelible Marks, whoſe 
Peculiar they were. Ir led them to, and pre- 
pared them for, Chriſt and the Myſteries of 
his Bleſſed Goſpel, by ſuch Emblems and 


Shadows 


a the Ousbn ar St. James's, Nov. f. 


Shadows of better things to come, as the Cor- 
ruptions of that Age would admit, and the 
Condition of that People rendred ptacticable 
and proper. And, Laſtly, It required, as 
one indiſpenſable Act of Obedience, that eve- 
ry Man ſhould frequently meditate upon, di- 
ligently read, and be perfectly well verſed in, 
the ſeveral Parts of this Law, that coultl be 
ſuppoſed at any time to fall within the Com- 
pals of his Pradice.' 1:1 1 
2. The Virtues of Sobriety, | Temperance, 
Chaſtity, and all the Moral Perfections redu- 
cible to That, which Divines uſe to diſtinguiſh 
by the Duty to Our ſelves, were provided 
for; Not only by thoſe Precepts of the De- 
calogue relating to this matter; (the Reaſon 
and Obligation whereof are Univerſal and per- 
petual) but alſo by ſeveral of the Ceremonial 
Inſtitutions particular to this People. The 
Frequency and Solemnity of their Faſts, The 
Prohibition of ſundry ſorts of Meats, The 
Abſtinence from Pleaſures otherwiſe lawtul and 
innocent, enjoined upon many Occaſions, all 
tended to correct that, Proneneſs to Luxury 
and Exceſs in ſenſual Enjoyments, ſo viſtble 
in, but withal ſo injurious to, the preſent cor- 
rupt State of Human Nature. All helped to 
B beget 
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beget a juſt Contempt and Deteſtation of that 
Licentiouſneſs which ſinks Men into Brates ; 
and yet had gained ſuch Credit with the reſt 
of the degenerate World, as even to be adop- 
ted into their Offices of Religion; And fo to 
repreſent that their Duty and their Glory, 
which was in truth the higheſt Aggravation 
of their Sin and Reproach. | | 

3. Once more. The Excellence of this 
Religion deſerves our particular Regard for the 
great Wiſdom of its Civil Conſtitutions. The 
Meaſures directed to thoſe in a Governing, or 
private Capacity ; for impartial Diſtribution 
of Juſtice, for puniſhing, repairing, reſtrain- 
ing, and even preventing of Wrongs, were 
admirably tempered for cheriſſiing Peace, and 
Order, and good Underſtanding. The Pre- 
cepts of Humanity, and Courtefie, and Com- 
paſſion to all under any Diſadvantage of For- 
tune and Condition, and the ſtrict Engage- 
ments to mutual Aſſiſtance in any common 
Diſtreſs: The Treatment of Servants, of Cri- 
minals, of the Poor, the Fatherleſs, and the 
Widow, were nicely calculated for Kindneſs 
and Amity, and killing the Seeds of Oppreſ- 
ſion and Cruelty. The Sacredneſs of mutual 
Contracts, The Rules for Borrowing and Lend- 


ing, 


=> 427 at 2 James's, Nov. 5. 


the Unlawfulneſs of alienating Eſtates finally, 
Theſe laid the Axe to the very Root of Ava- 
rice and Ambition. So that one may venture 
to ſay, No Scheme of Government hath ex. 
copied This in diſcountenancing a private and 
ſelfiſh, and incouraging a generous and truly 
publick Spirit; in obliging Men to love and 
live like Brethren, and uniting them in an ea- 
ger Zeal for the common Caule of their Coun- 
try, and their God. 
I cannot think Juſticedone to this Firſt Head, 
till it be left upon You with one Reflection, to 
which the Words of my Text do naturally lead 
me. It is, That in the Two Advantages we have 
been treating of, the Greatneſs and peculiar 
Felicity of Iſrael did chiefly and properly con- 
fiſt. For thus we find Each of them introdu- 
ced, What Nation is there 4 great that hath 
God ſo nigh unto them? And again, What Na- 
tion is there ſo great, that hath mene and 
Junge; fo righteous ? | 
And Great indeed they were in Rh re- 
ſpects, of which I think no Hiſtory affords a 
Parallel. A People; whoſe vaſt Increaſe and 
Power was not; like that of Ocher Nations, 
Mug to F oreign Growth of Numbers, in- 
B 2 27 1 5 


ing, The Yeats of Releaſe and Jubilee, and 
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grafted upon the Original Stock, but all Na- 
tural Branches ſpringing from One and the 
ſame Root. A People, who, through various 
Revolutions and differing Forms of Govern- 
ment, preſerved their Conſtitution ſtill entire: 
Who made a noble Fi igure for two thouſand 
Years :. Who ſurvived Three moſt potent Mo- 
narchies, and were not broken by the Fourth, 
till after Calamities and Devaſtations incompa- 
rably more dreadful, than any State beſides 
was ever able to ſuſtain. 2 | 
Tis true, their Affairs were not always 
proſperous, but when they were otherwiſe, God 
ſtill appeared nigh unto them. The diſmem- 
bring ten Parts of that Body at gnce, the long 
Captivity in ſtrange Lands, and the frequent 
Diſaſters in their own, did, in the nature of 
the things, plainly tend to their ſpeedy De- 
cay and utter Diſſolution. But in the Event, 
What End did all theſe ſerve, ſo much as to 
render the ſpecial Providence over them more 
conſpicuous and aſtoniſhing? For to What elſe 
can we aſctibe thoſe wonderful Recoveries of 
Strength, which, like Health to Patients given 
over for dead, no ordinary Means were ade- 
quate to, no Rules of Humane Policy could 
account for? The Barbarities of their 1 
ries 


be Queen at St. James's, Nov. 5. 


ſaries retorted back in Vengeance and Ruin 
upon the Oppreſſors chemſelves, and the ſub- 
tleſt Contrivances to work their Downfal fo 
often converted into Means of their firmer 
Eſtabliſhment and more glorious Exaltation, 
muſt needs have proceeded from the imme- 
diate Hand of Him, who takes the Crafty in 
their own Devices, * ſuffers no Weapon forns 
ed againſt his Chen to proſper. 

To theſe uncommon Conſequences the 


Righteouſneſs of their Statutes and Judg ments. 


did alſo greatly contribute. Upon Them the 


Promiſes of Divine Protection and Favour were 


ſuſpended, ſo that Thele, while obſerved, con- 
tinued an impregnable Dalevce: The Affli. 
ctions ſent for neglect of Theſe, by bringing 
them back to a better Senſe, did at the 
ſame time bring back God's Realinef to hear 


and help. The Wiſdom of this Law ſtruck. 


an Awe into Strangers, ſoftened their Ene- 


mies, and more than once recommended them 


to ſuch Indulgence from Heathen Princes, as 
patronized their Cauſe, and became the prir 

cipal Inſtrument of reſtoring the Peace of their 
Country, and the Primitive Splendour of their 
Religion.  AReligion, which, by uniting both 
their Intereſts and Affections, rendred them ſo 


_ form 


| 
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formidable Abroad, and fo ſafe at Home, that, 
if we may have Leave to judge from probable 
Circumſtances, the Romans could not at laſt 
have effected their Overthrow, had not God, 
as a fatal Introduction to it, permitted a Zeal 
ſo bitter, and Factions ſo furious, to kindle and 
conſume them within, that the Rage of theſe 
did the Work of their Enemies without, while 
by a prodigiouſly blind and barbarous Infatua- 
tion, they firſt divided from, and then enga- 
ged againſt, and deſtroyed one another. 

— 14 II. Having thus ſhew'd Iſrael's Advantages, 
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| 

| and how juſtly their Greatneſs is attributed 
0 them; let me now paſs to the Duties 
Ty enforced from thence. Upon the firſt Branch 
þ 1 whereof I ſhall not need to argue. For till, 
ot only Scripture, but even common Senſe 


be abandoned, we muſt remain perſuaded, That 
all Appearances of an extraordinary Providence 
1n Men's Favour require a Tribute of Glory and 
Thanks to God; That this Tribute is not duly 
and honeſtly paid, unleſs expreſs'd by their 
-Lives as well as their Lips: That it is indeed 
much more effectually expreſs d by their Lives 
than by their Lips, and that the Latter is re- 
quited only in order to the Former. 71 
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As little can I judge it neceſſary to prove, 
that the End of Religion in general is Obe- 


dience, and that the Piety and Virtue of its Pro- 


feſſors ought to ſhine forth, in proportion to the 


Purity of their Principles, and the Perfection 
of their Knowledge. Theſe are Remarks ſo 


obvious and evident, that every one here pre. 
ſent, Itake for granted, acquieſces in Iſrael's 


Obligation to that part of the Command at the 
Ninth Verſe, Only take heed to thy ſelf, and 


keep thy Soul diligently, leſt thou forget the things 
which thine Eyes have ſeen, and leſt they depart 
from thy Heart all the days of thy Life. 


But it is poſſible, Some, who are ſatisfied: 
in the Reaſonableneſs of ſuch Returns for pre- 
ſent and perſonal Mercies, may not be equally. 
clear in that other Command, of tranſmitting 
down the Remembrance of paſt Bleſſings, and 
continuing ſolemn Acknowledgments for them 
among Generations yet unborn, If any ſuch 
now hear me, I ſhall hope they will think the 
Equity of This Ordinance alſo abundantly juſti. 


fied by the following Conſiderations. 


1. The Cloſeneſs of the Relation between 
Anceſtors ſo bleſs'd, and the Deſcendents 
from them. For ſurely it is contrary to Rea-. 
ſon, no leſs than to Nature and Blood, to look. 


upon "4 
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upon Our : ſelves 2 as unconcern'd in Their For- 


tunes of any kind, of whoſe Subſtance we are 
a part, and Cri whence our very Life and 


Being are derived to us. 


2. The Condition of all publick Commu- 


nities. Which is, that they do not die off like 


private Men, bur continue in that Capacity 
the ſame, what Change ſoever may happen 
to the Individuals whereof they are compoled. 
And here the Body Civil reſembles the Natu- 
ral, for the Particles of That too undergo 


daily and hourly Alterations: And yet the 


Man in one Caſe, and the Society in the other, 


{ti}, to all Intents and Purpoſes One, from 


the firſt Moment of Exiſtence, to that of final 
Diſſolution. Conſequently all National Dan- 
gers and Deliverances do really affect every 


Member of that Nation, as Such ; in how 


diſtant a Succeſſion ſoever he may live from 
the time of thoſe publick Events. 
But, Thirdly, Though ſuch Events them- 


ſelves be not, yet the Influences and benefi- 


cial Effects of them are preſent to Poſterity 
oftentimes in fo ſenſible a manner, that they 
may in this reſpect be very truly ſtiled Perſo- 
nal "Bled ings. Thus every Iſraelite, ſo long 


as that Diſpenſation endured, found his Ac- 


Mee count 


— 
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count in the Mercics referr'd to by the Text. 
And therefore the Sons and the Sons Sons were 
obliged to all fitting Demonſtrations of Gra- 
titude, for the Deliverance out of the Eon- 
dage of Egypt, and the giving of ſo excellent 
a Law; No leſs than thoſe Fathers, wholc own 
Eyes had {cen the Wonders of God at the Red 
Sea, and all the awful Pomp of his Majeſty 
at Mount Sinat. 

For ſuch Reaſons as thele, we may fairly 
preſume, God was pleated to inſtitute laſting 
Memorials of his Goodneſs to that People. 
But, whether for theſe Reaſons or not, it 
ought to ſuffice us, That ſuch Memorials were 
certainly of Me Inſtitution : That the 
Form and the End of them are Our Pattern, 
by being ſo contrived, as not only to publiſh the 
great Benefador 8 Praiſes, but allo ro promote 
his trae Religion : That the Jewiſh Rulers af- 
terwards eſteemed themſelves not only allow- 
ed, but obliged, upon extraordinary Occa- 
ſions, to ordain the like; without any poſi— 
tive and immediate Direction from Heaven in 
the matter: That ſuch, in particular, were the 
Feaſts of Purim and the Dedication; ; che Lat- 
ter whereof our Bleſſed Lord vouchſafed to 
honour with his Preſence. And ſure we may 


. have 
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have liberty to infer a Parity of good Reaſon, 

and good Acceptance with God, when publick 
and important Mercics are in ſucceeding Ages 
celebrated by ſolemn and religious Acknow. 
ledgments. Hence have the Wiſdom and Piet 
of our Governours {et a Mark of Diſtinction 
upon this Day. How very juſtly, I am now 
about to obſerve, by bringing home to our 
own Church and Nation the Words of m 
Text, and the principal of thoſe Remarks, 
which I have hitherto been drawing from 
them. 

I. We ſure were of all Mortals the moſt diſ- 
ingenuous and unworthy, did we not evident- 
ly diſcern, and thankfully rejoice in, a lively 

Reſemblance to Iſrael, in the Readineſs of 
God to ſuccour and protect us. No Period 
of Time, ſince Miracles have ceaſed, can 
produce more remarkable Inſtances of this na- 
ture, than the Exgli/þ Church and Nation have 
been bleſs d with, ſince reſcued from the Bon- 
dage of their Romiſh Taskmaſters. The At- 
tempts to reduce us have been not only 
ſo numerous and ſubtle, but ſo bloody, 
and barbarous, and baſe; as prove their pre- 
tended Converſions to be of a kind altogether 
different from thoſe laboured by S. Paul, 


and 
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and ſuch as plainly ſeek not Us but Ours. 
Vet. in the Deſign of This Day, they even 
outdid themlelves. A Deſign ſo ſpightful 
and unprovokcd, ſo cruel in the Intention, Biſhop] 
ſo ſecret in the Contrivance, ſo long under f 
debate, ſo ſpeedy in the manner of Execu- p. 83. & 
tion, and fo diſmal in its Conlequences, as 
carried all the Marks of that Hell, where a- 
lone ſuch a Monſter could be engendred. A 
notable Argument of Their Charity to Mens 
Souls, who found out this new Fire for pur- 
ging them! A Holy Zeal indeed, for King, 
Prince, Clergy , Nobility, and the whole 
People Repreſentative (all pretended to be 
in a State of Damnation) to be blown away 
into Eternity at once, without one Moment's 
Leiſure for Repentance ! An extraordinary 
Honour done to Religion, ſhameleſly to abuſe 
that ſacred Name, and proſtitute its ſolemneſt 
Ties of Oaths and Sacraments, to advance T, 
Rome Chriſtian, by Meaſures ſo treacherous 35.7.2 
and inhuman, as the Principles of Rome Hea- 
then would have rejected with the utmoſt In- 
dignation and ns. 
I would not by any means, nor did 
our then injured Sovereign, undertake to 
charge all of that Perſuaſion, with a part in, 
C 2 or 
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or even Approbation of, this unparallell'd 
Villany. Many, we charitably hope, are not 
ſo entirely at the Devotion of their intrigueing 
Caiuiſts, as by Their Sophiſtry to be argued 
out of the firſt and brighteſt Maxims of Mora- 
lity and common Honeſty. But, whether we 
can think ſo favourably of one celebrated Or- 
der among them, and the governing part of 
their Church, let their own Conduct in this 
ſingle point determine. The firſt Attempt 
was to diſcredit, and, with their uſual Mo. 
deſty, deny the Fact. A Labour, which 
many concurrent Intimations from Abroad , 
but eſpecially the Circumſtances of the Diſ- 
covery, the hardned Gloryings of Some, and 
the unextorted * Conteſlions of Other Accom- 
plices, did quickly then, and always ought 
to render unſucceſsful. Beaten from this 
Evaſion , their Next was then to lament 


„it. But what did they lament ? The Wick- 


1 et 55 Oc 
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edneſs or the Diſappointment of this Con- 
{piracy ? For they have left us under juſt Suſ- 
penſe. Suſpenſe ſhall I {ay ? Or father, that they 


have ſufficiently explain'd themſelves, by the 


_—_— 
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very kind Reception of Two * of the Trai- 
tors at Rome, by the Preferment of One in 
the Pope's own Court, and by inſerting Two 
others + executed for it into the Jeſuits Cata- 
logue of Engliſh Martyrs, invoking one of 
them among their interceding Saints, and va- 
luing the Straw on which his Body lay, as a 
Relique of great Price? They who act fo, 
put too much upon us, when requiring our 
Belief, that Abhorrence of the Guilt makes 


any part of their Griet upon this Occaſion, - 


Till therefore they think fit to give ſome other 
ſort of Teſtimonies; we muſt have Leave to 


ſuſpect, that ſuch Men condemn this Treaſon, 


as a true Popiſh Spirit does the Maſlacre of 
Paris, for being done by halves, and not 


anſwering its purpole. 
Happy however it is for Us, that One 


above, whole Judgment 1s always right, de- 


clared his Deteſtation of the impious Attempr, 


by detecting, and, as on this Day, utterly 


* Gerard alias Everard (before whom the Sacrament and Oath 
of Secrecy was taken) and Greenwell alias Teſmond, who confirm'd 
the before ſcrupulous Conſcience of Bates, Servant to Catesby, by 
aſſuring him, the Deſign was not only lawful but meritorious, 
Thuan. Lib. 135. part. 2. 

+ Hall alias Oldcorn, and Garnet. 

* Gabr. Naude Conſiderations Politiques ſur les Coups d Etat. From 


pag. 167. to 181. ; 
defeating 
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defeating it. Happy, that he hath e ver ſince 


continued to hew the Snates of theſe ungodly 
in pieces. For I cannot think we do them 
any wrong, by apprehending the ſame Hand 


more or leſs concerned, in all the Miſeries 
and Confuſions of this Kingdom ever ſince. 
They appear but too manifeſtly never to have 
wanted the Will, though ( God be praiſed ) 
they have often wanted the Power, to em- 
broil and enflave us. When they imagined 
themſelves in Poſſeſſion of That allo, what Im- 
provement they made of the Opportunity, by 
abuſing the miſguided Zeal of an unfortunate 
Prince, I delight not, and indeed I need not, 
to put you in remembrance. *' Your ſelves 
both felt the Fear, and ſaw the Danger. Of 
which I now defire to make no other Ule, 
than that of exciting your Thankfulneſs for 
the Dehverance. For, that the Fifth of No. 
wember might ſhine with double Luſtre, on 
It our Religious and Civil Rights began again 
to triumph over the Malice of their Subver- 
ters. This Reſtitution of Both we owe, 
next under God, to the unwearied Toils and 
glorious Conduct of a Prince, whoſe Memory 


| (if it were only upon that account) ought to 


be very Dear to us. But when we add, that 
there 
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there too was laid the Foundation of our pre- 
ſent Happineſs, the Stability of Her Majeſty's 
Throne, and the unparallell'd Bleſſings of Her 
Reign, What Honours can be too great for 
Her Royal Predeceſſor's Name? What Diſtin- 
ctions too ſolemn for This fo auſpicious, ſo 
important Day? 

I am under a neceſſity of contracting my 
{elf upon fo agreeable a Subject. But, by the 
Little ſaid upon it, You, ee are con- 
vinced, what Right we have to the Words of 
Moſes here, and that indeed they hardly come 
up to our point. For I know not well, whe- 
ther it might not look like a Diminution of his 
Mercies and peculiar Providence toward us, to 
ſay, that our God is nigh in all we call upon 
him for; When in Many Inſtances he hath 
even prevented our Wiſhes, and in Moſt ve- 
ry far ſurpaſsd our Expectations. 

II. With regard to Iſrael's Second Advan- 
tage we are beyond Compariſon ſuperiour. 
— how juſtly ſoever the Preeminence were 

ribed to the Fewiſh, above any other Law 

then obtaining in the World, yet may we 

truly affirm with S. Paul, that what was then 2 Cor. ü 0. 
made glorious hath now no Glory , by reaſon 
of the Glory that excelleth. Such is our 
indiſputable 
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indiſputable Prerogative as Chriſtians. 
Bur, ſince it hath pleaſed God to permit, 
that even Chriſtians-thould be miſerably cor- 
rupted and divided ; We ought to eſteem it our 
peculiar Felicity, that we are Members of a 
Church, Of whole Faith and Practice God's writ- 
ten Word is the Rule; Of whole Interpreta- 
tion of that Word the Senſe of the Firſt and Pu- 
reſt Ages 1s the Standard ; Whole Worſhip 
and Ceremonies are ſolemn withoue Preciſe. 
nels, and decent without Superſtition : Whoſe 
Oftices are ſound and prudent, apt and edi- 
tying ; Whoſe Religion not only dares, but 
deſires, to be ſeen without Diſguiſe, and care- 
fully examined by all its Profeſſors. A Reli- 
gion, that heartily embraces all the Counſel 
of God, but with a juſt Indignation rejects 
che additional Articles of Men ; and will not 
ſubmit to the Tyranny, of Idolatry in Practice, 
and Contradictions in Belief, being impoſed as 
Terms neceſſary to Salvation. A Reli gion ſo 
exactly calculated for the Perfection "of all 
divine and humane, moral and ſocial, private 
and publick Virtues, that the Zealots of Rome 
have nothing truly Primitive and Chriſtian 
which We want ; Nothing particular to Their 
Communion, which We are not better without; 
In 
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In plain Engliſh, Nothing which they ſtickle- 
for converting us to, but newer or older Er- 
rors, Uncharitableneſs and Faction, Difloyaley; 
and Slavery: Laſtly, (which comes up cloſer 
to the Occaſion of this Aſſembly) A Religion 
in Meekneſs and Innocence ſo like its Divine 
Author, that it will not allow Us to take San- 
ctuary in thoſe infamous Means for out own 
Preſervation, which our Adverſaries, without 
any Scruple or Remorſe, make choice of for 
our Deſtruction. 

On theſe Two Privileges then let us, af- 
ter the Example of Moſes, fix our Contem- 
plation, and ground our Happineſs. The 
Convenience of our Situation, The Benigntty 
of our Climate, The various Productions of: 
our Country, The Benefits of our Navigation, 
The Wealth of our People, The Wiſdom of 
our Laws, The admirable Temper of our Con- 
ſtitution, The Terrour of our Arms by Sea 
and Land, And the ſhining Graces of our 
Queen, Theſe are glorious Advantages, and an 
unexampled Concurrence of Bleſſings. But let 
me notwithſtanding crave leave to ſay, that, 
to aſcribe our preſent Enjoyments or our fir. 
ture Expectations to any or to all of Theſe, is 


D to 
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to to ſtop 1 too ſhort. They are cc proper In- 


ns and {ſubordinate Cauſes, but the Ori- 
ar and Efficacious Cauſe-of all lies higher 
It is the Favourable Providence of God, 
Ic 15 * Excellence of our Religion, that con- 
ſtitute our true Greatneſs and Glory, our 
Hope and Crown, of Rejoicing. For ſuch is 
the —— Connexion and Dependence of theſe 
Two, that to the Favour of God we owe the 
Preſervation of his Truth among us, and from 
ſtedfaſt Adherence to that Truch we may 
promiſe our ſelves the ſame Favour and Pro- 
tection, which hath put ſo viſible and ſo 
advantageous a Difference between Us and 
Other Nations. 
Only let that be Ours, I bolkech you, 
which is here commanded to be Iſrael's 
Care: To adorn this Truth, and to an- 
{wer that Goodneſs of our Almighty Pro- 
tector, by a Converſation ſuitable to Both. 
Nar let us. be wanting to That, for which 
God bath done ſo much, in all lawful 
and prudent Methods for ſecuring, increa- 
ſing, and, if poſlible, perpetuating this our 
Glory : Eſpecially by a watchtul - Preven- 
tion of that unwearied and implacable Ma- 


lice, 


[ 
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lice „ Which labours for Miſchief from a 
Principle of Religion, and teaches our Ruin 


to be meritorious : That furious Zeal, which, 


when it cannot call down Fire from Hea- 
ven, is not aſhamed to impregnate the Bowels 
of the Earth with it, thence to undermine, 
and ſcatter, and conſume us. Above all, 
let no Diviſions within (fomented indu— 
ſtriouſly by them that are without) ren- 
der us an caſte and unthinking Prey. For, 
after ſo many Warnings and Experiments 
of an Enemy ſubtle and reſtleſs, infinua- 
ting and bold, and always in perfect Agree- 
ment againſt our Faith and Conſtitution : 
Any Breach upon us, for want of a yet 
more United and Erflarged Strength, will de- 


ſerve hereafter, not to be pitied as our Miſ- 


fortune, but cenſured as our Folly and Re- 
proach. | 

Oh therefore that the paſt Bleſſings and 
Eſcapes, to which we are indebted for re- 
maining hitherto a Reformed Church and 
a free Nation, may be ſo devoutly comme- 
morated and ſo religiouſly improved by us, 
that my Text may be anſwered in the 
Latter, as punctually as you have ſeen it 
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is. in the Former Branch May the ineſti- 
and the 


mable Mercies we have received, 


excellent Religion we profeſs, be effectual- 
ly taught our Sons and our Sons Sons 
And may the Lord, who hath ſo ſignally 


been Our God, be "Ukewiſe Their God = 


ever and ever. tank: 
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